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Electoral processes in Latin America 

ÅWeakening of political party systems 

ÅPaternalistic leadership (some times may be mafia style) 

ÅRise of populist practices  

ÅPolitical process centered in media impact 

¸ Political campaigns are not usually programmatic 

ÅBottle necks for promoting consensus 

ÅCivil society is not aware of technical proposals of political 
parties 

Å Increased presence of international observers 
 

 

 



Strengthening political and policy 
debate 

Visibility for Think Tanks to the 
new government and media 

 Setting up networks at national 
and regional level 

 Strengthening of the academic 
sector 

Electoral processes as an opportunity 

ÅEnhance the debate on 
public policy proposals 

ÅChallenge existing 
paradigms 

ÅGenerating opportunities for 
dialogue among 
stakeholders 

ÅStrengthen the link between 
Academia and State 

ÅGenerate evidence to 
support the debate 

ÅTranslate complex ideas into 
the media and through them 
to civil society 

Electoral processes 

OPPORTUNITY 

Rol of  Think Tanks 



CIES Elections Project 

ü General Elections Project 2006 

ü Regional Elections Project 2007 

ü General Elections Project 2011 

ü Regional Elections Project 2014 

 



Project Objectives 

Strengthen the role of political parties or movements as actors that 
represent social sectors and design government programs. 

Promote socio political dialogue and raise the level of electoral 
debate, strengthening the programmatic discussion of policy 
proposals. 

Provide new governments with public policy papers aimed at 
improving national and regional  management. 
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  Stages of the Project 

1) Policy Papers 

2) Parties 
committee of 
governmental 

plans 

3) Dissemination 

4) Presidential 
and 

programmatic 
debates  



Presidential Elections 2006 

ü Partners: Acuerdo  Nacional, JNE, Transparencia, 

Propuesta Ciudadana and Instituto de Defensa 

Legal. 

ü Basket Funding: IDB, NED, IDRC, CIDA 

ü 10 policy papers to enhance the debate and promote 

ñvoto informadoò 

 

Dissemination:  

Å 19 workshops with government teams 

Å    9 press conferences 

Å   112 interviews and newspaper articles 

Å   65 TV interviews 

Å   92 radio interviews 

Å   650 spots / radio spots 

Å   1,000 copies E & S CIES magazine 

Å   30,000 flyers 

Å   Programmatic Debate 

Å   Presidential Debate in 7 channels and 3 radios  

 



Regional Elections 2007 

üCoordination with CIES partners in 

Arequipa, Piura and Cusco to compile 

perspectives and planning on Regional 

Agenda 2007-2010. 

üContributions to the design of public 

policies in Arequipa, Piura and Cusco. 

üLink universities and research centers with 

their respective regional governments. 

ü Presentation to regional political parties. 

ü Workshops, seminars, press conferences, 

interviews and promotional materials. 


